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between time limits only under special restrictions. A neglect of these 
matters will cause an investigator to treat two wholly distinct proposi- 
tions as equivalent. A marked instance of this is seen on page 19, where 
the author deduces his proposition about ratios of pleasure and pain 
from a substantially true proposition which seems at first sight to warrant 
the inference but which really has absolutely nothing to do with the 
case. A part of the danger may be avoided by great care in verification ; 
but as a general rule the calculus of pleasure and pain is a hazardous 
field even for the trained mathematician, and an unending series of 
pitfalls for everybody else. Arthur t Radley 

An Investigation into the Causes of the Great Fall in Prices, 
which took place coincidentally with the Demonetization of Silver by 
Germany. By Arthur Crump. London, Longmans, Green & Co., 
1889. — 184 pp., appendix, 14 pp. 

By entitling this performance an " investigation " the author sets quite 
too high a value upon his work. Not only is it innocent of the scientific 
quality, but it can lay claim to being little more than a compilation, 
hastily put together, of the views of only a few of the writers on the 
subject of gold and prices. The author quotes Mill abundantly, as if 
that writer were unknown to the majority of his readers, and takes no 
little pleasure in discovering that Mill always agrees with him. The book 
being made up on the scrap-book plan, we must accept the propriety of 
taking up twenty-five pages with extracts from Mr. Wells' articles and 
inserting thirty pages from trade circulars relating solely to tea, as well 
as long articles from the columns of the Pall Mall Gazette. The absence 
of any mention of Soetbeer and Nasse probably shows the writer's lin- 
guistic limitations. 

The work does not admit of serious criticism as to method. The 
author is naively a priori, if anything. He states (page 9) what the 
conclusion of the " investigation "' ought to be ; refers to the vagueness 
of arguments for opposing conclusions ; and holds as follows : " This is 
our view, in fact, of the lines upon which an investigation should be 
undertaken, and upon which we think it can be satisfactorily carried 
through." 

The book is probably the work of some man of practical experience, 
having no statistical standards, who wishes to convince the world of the 
truth as he sees it. In this laudable effort, he brings forth nothing pre- 
viously unknown. His omission of German authorities causes him to 
miss the strong points to be urged in his own support. He calls atten- 
tion, however, to a refutation of Mr. Goschen's theory (that prices fell 
owing to a scarcity of gold) which has resulted from the mere lapse of 
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time. Since Mr. Goschen used his list (May, 1883) to show a decline 
of prices, some of the prices selected have inconveniently risen. If 
Mr. Goschen's logic is sound, and if scarcity of gold caused a fall, why 
should we not conclude that, since prices rise, gold is abundant? At 
least we may see the absurdity of assigning every change of price to 
changes in the quantity of gold. It is significant that Mr. Goschen has 
not in the last six years returned to this subject. 

The quality of this book recalls only too vividly the painful gaps made 
in the ranks of English economists by the deaths of late years. 

J. Lawrence Laughlin. 

On Parliamentary Government in England: Its Origin, Devel- 
opment and Practical Operation. By Alpheus Todd, LL. D., C. M. G. 
Second Edition by his Son. London, Longmans, Green & Co., 1889. 
2 vols, xxx, 844, xxiv, 964 pp. 

Over twenty years ago Dr. Alpheus Todd, then librarian of Parliament 
for the Dominion of Canada, published his work On Parliamentary Gov- 
ernment in England, which has since remained the standard work on 
the subject in the English language. Since the time of its publication 
many changes have been made in the law ; and all interested in the 
government of England have been looking forward with eagerness to 
the promised second edition. Its issue was delayed by the death of 
Dr. Todd in 1884, after an active and laborious life, more than fifty 
years of which were spent in the public service. The work, however, 
has been carried on to completion by the author's son, Mr. Alpheus H. 
Todd, who says, in the preface to this edition, that his task has been 
confined to the necessary preparation of the manuscript for the press, 
and to the making of certain changes in the arrangement of the material 
which Dr. Todd's notes showed that he had intended to make. The 
new edition is therefore substantially the work of the elder Todd, and 
has therefore all the excellences and at the same time all the defects by 
which the first edition was characterized. 

The excellences of the work are the thoroughness, exhaustiveness and 
general accuracy with which every subject coming under consideration 
is treated. If Parliament ever made any resolution of importance on 
any of its prerogatives or on those of the crown, some reference to it 
will pretty certainly be found in this book. It may not be exactly in 
the place one would expect to find it, as Dr. Todd's ideas of arrangement 
do not always coincide with those of his readers ; but one can feel toler- 
ably certain that the desired reference is somewhere in the book. 
Further, one may be quite sure, as a general thing, that any statement 
made by Dr. Todd is true. It would be difficult to find an actual mis- 



